Review: Thederba Tiree

Retro, with a modern twist

baywindowed VW. Even in the 1970s, when orange furniture and curtains adorned our living
rooms and orangenelamine kitchenware jostled for attention, their bright, brand spanking new
campervan stood out. It made a statement.
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been loaned for a long weekendl. $itkat exact same orange that | remember from my childhofd.
wide smilebreaks out thingsare off to a good start.

Based in North Berwick, JerBampervan$iave been producing VW campervans f@ryears. Run

by Simon Poole and his partner Cath Brookes,itimsvative and growing company have their eye

on an expanding niche. Their customers have a sense of that timeless appeal of a VW camper but
are looking for the flexibility, reliability and modern gizmos that bring the experience bang up to
RIFGSa® tfetol @ith a @ddérd twisk.

JerbaCampervansgre an officiallyrecognised vehicle body builder for VW Commercial Vehicles.
They offer five standard conversions of the base T6 Transporter van but with a long list of VW
factory options and extras. This means thatange of shortand longwheel layouts, engine sizes,
gearboxes, seat fabrics and so on are available to order. At their North Berwick factory the Jerba
cabinetmakers and mechanics then set to wbuildingand finishing thevan by handalsoincluding
severalcutting-edge innovations.

Back outside the factory, Simon Poaldoduced me to the Jerba Tiree short wheelbase camper,
which sleeps four and at 5 metres is no longf@n many cars on the road. Customer Manager
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David Miler briefed me on how to operate th&¢ OF YLIA Y3 Q aA RS 2 ThridgekSnk, @l yY St
hob, heater, electrics and foldown rear bed. Between them they know a thing or two about
campervansSimon having owned and driven campers in varioudlisrg parts of the world and

David havingold me my VW California when he previously worked at the VW Van Centre in

Edinburgh.
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Park, overlooking Bass Rock and the Fife coastline. ltwasBdnea R2y Qi G KAy {1 GKS
left my face!
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A welldesigned interior A flexible vehicle

| found setting up the van for an overnight stay easy and straightforward. The downstairs bed folds
downflatinunderaminut€ dzat o0& AKATFTAOAYy3I | O2dzLX S 2Fef SOSNAR D
most campers, benefits from an extra mattress to sleep on. The blackout curtains are robust and

well designed, fixing with press stud€ustomers can specify their own curtain material, a great

illustration of how you can design your own varhere ae lots of wellpositioned LED lights for

reading, cooking and other tasks.

¥

Plenty of headroom for cooking
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Jaba stand out from the crowd not only in the colour choices of their vans but also in the design of
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material in factorybuilt as well as campervan conversions, Jerba set out to design some ingenious

solutions. First,theirowdlR S& A 3y NB2F A& 2LISNI ISR YIydz ffeod L
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control.

But in order to fix any damage, Jerba have patented a removable raghsaSo rather than incur

the expense and complications of refitting a new canvas (a procedure that could take a couple of
days in a workshop), theirs is a-zff solution that can be swapped over quite literally 5 or 10
minutes Youdon®need to bea qualified fitterto perform the tasks, so@ quite possible to do at
home without even leaving your drive

As | dscovered, zipping off the roof canve@on gets you as close to a convertible campervan as you
will ever get. Sitting in the van with a view over the sea and the sunshine pouring in was a fantastic
experienceg roll on Summer!

View with the roof elevatedX X andwith the roof canvas zipped off

When the sun dipped below the horizon and the temperature droppgsdon zipped the roof back
on to cook my evening meal. | found that the roof canvas, made Yfentile, is not only waterproof
but also very effective at keeping out the wind.

After beirg treated to a rare sighting of the northern lights directly from the campsite | meandered

the next day south ahg the coastd Dunbarand 2 @S . | 83X 2y S 2F ,peorelif | yRQA
heading west across the Borders and Dumfries and Galloway.
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while its basdevel 102bhp engine might be a little underponed for some, | was happy with its
performance. The campervan experience is all about the journey after all, not getting from A to B as
fast as possible.

All JerbaT6 campergome with a host of mod cons to support the driving experience including a
touchscreen digital adiowith AUXand USBconnectors, a CBrive andBluetooth Blue Motion
Technologymprovesfuel economyo i K S N&BtRtép ehginé system when stationary as well as a
regenerative braking that charges your vehicle battery as you brakiée various driver alert and
brake assist systems provide additional safety features
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After a great journey across the back roads of Southern Scotland | stayed the next night at Solway

View Campsite near Kirkcudbright. By this point | was starting to get to grips with the storage on
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found appropriate abby holes for everything. hEre are lots of little storage lockers for food

crockery,books clothesandother gear. | soon discovered, though, that once the downstagd s

made up you no longer have access to the two large cupboards ligdovwnake sure you retrieve

your wash kit and change of clothes first!

The Wallas win-burner hob, with fridge below

Another distinctive innovatiooffered by Jerbaas an internal conversion optiaa theWallas twn-
burner hob. Notonly doesitrunonthevad RAEE(UHEQa y2 3+ a Ay GKS gy
and weightc but it also doubles up as the internal heating.
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This wa a completely new feature to me, having been used to gas burners and separate cooking and
heating equipment.The hob takes 5 t&0 minutes to heat up sufficiently for cooking (use this time

to prepare your food) and the temperature can be controlteding cooking Afteruse the hob

stays hot but in cooler temperaturg®u canusethis warmth toheatthe van Ingeniously, the hob

lid is lowered to convert it into heating mode and it blows out hot air from the front of the unit.

It did take me a while to get used to this arrangement. | can definitely see the advantages in having

a combined cooker and heatgrarticularly from a spaceaving perspective, but perhaps because
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less effective than the Webasto heater in my California and since the warm air was dban
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However, anore powerfulWebasto heaterisaviil 6 f S & |y 2LIGA2y > Ayadlff
of the van andable to blowout hot air from the base of the side pillar within a few minutes.

The front sats swivel, with two tables giving several internal configurations

As for other aspects of the camping equipment, the gsorkd fridge was useful and the sink large
enoughtowashup? KAt S GKSNBQa y2 ¢! awakrdahidg$on tielsigkif 2y 02
can be collected underneath the van. There are handy USBinggpoints beside the kitchen and a

3-pin socket for when the van is hooked up to a mains power source. Talking of which, the electric
hookdzLd A& Of SOSNI & KARRSY O0SKAYR | L}, dr8a10dzad 0S¢ :
watt SunFlexoof-mounted solar panel continuously switches between the mairirengnd leisure

batteries to keep them bothcharged 2 KAf S L RARY QO KIF @S (GKS 2 LI NI
that using the solar panel you could easitsty oftgrid for several weeks during the summer

months.

WildaboutScotland.com May 2017



Given glorious weather | took the Tiree to the beach on my final day. This is where the flexibility and
comfort of a campervan really comes into its own. With the roofng(i K S W datiddoivé A NA Q

open the sunshine flooded in, cooled by @mshore breeze through thgide mesh windowslii Q &
useful to know that the mesh is not only mosqujgcoof but also midgeroof!

The 'upgairs' bed and mattress Ample rear storage

Both front seats swivel and there are two inbat tables allowing a range of configurations for
sitting and eating. But on this sunny afternoon at the beach, | instead folded down the lower bed
and raised the rear section so | could relax while keeping an occasional eye on the comings and
goings atle seashore.

That evening | paid an overdue visit to the Scottish Dark Sky Observatory, near Dalmellington in
Galloway Forest Park. The stargazing session | was booked into finished late at night, well past
lockingup time for any campsite. Thiswas&dr i 2 L2 NI dzyAdeé (2 FAYR
a forest track and to try the van effrid. The van performed admirably and | slept peacefully.
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